Hi, Cottonl!
Introduction

North Carolina Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom is pleased to offer the
integrated Pre-Kindergarten through High School curriculum set, "Hi,
Cotton!" The curricula includes one central lesson for each grade level
along with extension and expansion suggestions, instructional writing
prompts, and musical skits focused on the geography of U.S. cotton
production and the history of cotton in the U.S.

Development and distribution of "Hi, Cotton!” was made possible through
grant funding by Monsanto as a part of it's Southern Region Cotton
Education grant made available through the Agriculture in the Classroom Consortium.
Guidelines outlined in the grant provide for lesson kits to be provided to each of the 117
Local Education Agencies in North Carolina for check-out and use by all teachers and
students. All lesson material has an online presence on the North Carolina Ag in the
Classroom website at http://www.ncagintheclassroom/hicotton/hicotton.pdf making it
available for use by any educator.

"Hi, Cottonl" lesson plans are alighed with the goals and objectives of the North Carolina
Standard Course of Study and many standards from other states. Most lessons are hands-
on/activity based and all require student participation through reading, discussion, and
development of work products.

The rationale for developing "Hi, Cotton" was to emphasize the importance of cotton in
America's economy and way of life. Cotton has a strong and abiding presence in the history
of our nation. Advances in the production of cotton have transferred into the world of
science, business, transportation, labor, and industry. "Hi, Cotton" lessons provide an
opportunity for real life learning and help students to see the relevance of school work to
their lives outside the classroom both in the present and in future days.

Thanks to Mr. Billy Carter, Executive Vice President, North Carolina Cotton Producers
Association; Mr. Jay Boyette, Public Policy Department, NC Farm Bureau; Debra
Spielmaker, Growing a Nation, for their expertise and support in this project .
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